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Spectator behaviour (the positive and the
negative effects of spectators at events)

The positive influence of spectators at matches/
events:

creation of atmosphere

home-field advantage (for home team/
individuals).

The negative influence of spectators at
matches/events:

negative effect on performance as a result
of increased pressure

potential for crowd trouble/hooliganism
safety costs/concerns

negative effect on participation numbers
amongst younger performers.

Reasons why hooliganism occurs

Reasons for hooliganism:

rivalries

hype

fuelled by alcohol/drugs

gang culture

frustration (eg at official's decisions)
display of masculinity.

Strategies employed to combat hooliganism/
spectator behaviour
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Strategies include:

early kick-offs

all-seater stadia

segregation of fans

improved security

alcohol restrictions

travel restrictions/banning orders

education/promotional activity/campaigns
and high profile endorsements.

Students should be taught to evaluate the
effectiveness of these strategies, eg high costs
of security versus safety of spectators.
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